
Returning to In-Class Learning 

Stage 3 

COVID19 Protocols for Texada Elementary School 

Preface 

 Children and youth typically have much milder symptoms of COVID-19 most often 

presenting with low-grade fever and a dry cough. GI symptoms are more common over 

the course of disease, while skin changes and lesions, are less common.  

 Many children have asymptomatic disease. However, there is no conclusive evidence 

that children who are asymptomatic pose a risk to other children or to adults.  

 Evidence indicates transmission involving children is primarily limited to household 

settings, and from COVID-19 positive adults to children. Most cases in children have 

been linked to a symptomatic household member.  

 Clusters and outbreaks involving children and youth are unusual and tend only to occur 

in areas where there are high levels of community spread.  

 Children are not the primary drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or in community 

settings.  

 Schools and childcare facility closures have significant negative mental health and 

socioeconomic impacts on vulnerable children and youth.  

 Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children and youth must be 

commensurate with risk.  

 Adolescent children should physically distance themselves where possible when outside 

the family unit or household.  

 For younger children maintaining physical distance is less practical and the focus should be on 

minimizing physical contact instead. 

 

How Parents Can Help 

Please: 

 Talk to your child about the importance of handwashing and hand hygiene (hands 

away from face, wash 20 seconds with hot water, soap & vigorous scrubbing, wash 

frequently and whenever changing location – hands below shoulders. 

 Talk to your child about social distancing – hands to self, give others space, wait outside 

washroom for others to exit, etc. 

 Do a health check before drop-off at school and keep your child home if they’ve any 

signs of illness.  Please keep them home if they have any sign of cough, sore throat, 

sneezing, headache, upset tummy, fatigue, fever or chills.  For more information see the 

self-assessment tool. https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en 

https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en


 Send your child with a full water bottle (they won’t be able to refill it at the fountain) or 

two, a full lunch and the cutlery required – don’t send anything that requires assistance 

in opening or microwaving. 

 Do not enter the school building – call 604-486-7616 or text ahead to 604-578-8434. 

Our goal is to reduce the number of adults coming into the space. 

 Encourage your child not to bring personal items to school.  

 Wherever possible, support your child’s independence by teaching them to tie their own 

shoes (if they’re not able to yet), open lunch packages and zip their own coats and 

packs. 

 

 

COVID19 Protocols 

 

Access & Administrative Areas 

 Workers with symptoms of cold, flu, COVID19 or other respiratory illness, or who’ve 

returned from out of country in last 14 days must stay home in accordance with BCCDC. 

 Students must be assessed for symptoms of cold, flu, COVID19 or other respiratory 

illness daily by parents before drop-off. 

 Students exhibiting symptoms of illness as outlined above will immediately be isolated 

and parents called to pick them up and instructed to complete the self assessment tool 

and/or call 811 for directives.  

 If the self-assessment/811 assisted assessment determines a child must isolate for 10 

days, they must remain out of school for that duration, or following the return of a 

negative result of a COVID19 test. 

 Limit # of people entering school. The front doors will be closed during the school day, 

with visitors asked to call for access to the building. 

 Whenever possible, visitors will be met at the door to reduce the need for them to 

enter. 

 The names of anyone entering the building during the school day will logged, with dated 

records kept in office. 

 Visitors to stand 2m away from office admin (spot to be marked on office floor). 

Hygiene & Distancing 

 Discourage sharing of food between students (and staff). 

 Encourage students and staff to stay onsite for duration of the day. 

 Encourage students (and staff) to cough or sneeze into their elbow sleeve or tissue – 

they should throw tissue away immediately and wash hands.  



 Encourage “Hands below your shoulders” and remind students not to touch their faces. 

 Staff to assist with handwashing by limiting number of students washing at once (use 

classroom sinks as option and remind students to wait at a safe distance). One student 

in washroom at a time unless from same household. 

 Post handwashing signs throughout school. 

 Students to wash hands frequently and always but not limited to: 

 When they arrive at school and before they go home 

 Before eating and drinking 

 After using the toilet 

 After sneezing or coughing into hands or tissue 

 Whenever hands are visibly dirty 

 When moving between different learning environments (e.g., outdoor-indoor transitions, from the gym to 

the classroom). 

 Parents dropping off in parking lot – no parent access to the building. 

 Van Anda students and those not riding the bus should arrive early (around 8:20) and 

should enter the school, wash their hands and head to class. This will allow us to reduce 

the number of students arriving at once. 

 Hugs and handshakes to be avoided, and students reminded to “Keep their hands to 

themselves” as much as possible. 

 Increased use of educational video and technology-based learning to reduce movement 

and close interaction. 

 Lots of outdoor learning whenever possible. 

 Use of playground and shared equipment such as balls is allowed, with distancing 

encouraged and students reminded to wash hands before and after use. Each day, only 

one division will have use of the large playground equipment, and division 2 will have 

the sandbox to themselves for the rest of the year. 

 Encouraging more independent activities or those that create distance between 

students and staff. 

 Adapt activities to reduce contact and need for shared materials. 

 Classrooms set-up to facilitate distancing. 

 No group food preparation (baking lessons, shared meals, hot lunch etc.). 

 Maintain 2 m distancing whenever possible for staff. 

 Reduce numbers of students in halls and washrooms – one at a time only.  

 Assemblies and other “events” to be held virtually only. 

 

Cleaning and Sanitizing 



 School to be cleaned and sanitized according to BC CDC guidelines 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-

provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-guidance-k-12-schools.pdf. 

 A daily cleaning and sanitizing schedule developed and carried out (custodian on site, 

additional sanitizing taking place before school opens each day) – frequently touched 

surfaces to be sanitized at least twice daily. 

 Removal of soft/difficult to clean items and shared items where cross contamination is 

possible (snack bins, shared supplies, etc.). 

 Bedding in sick-room to be thoroughly washed and bed disinfected after use. 

 Staff using office for photocopying or faxing must sanitize machine and any other 

surfaces touched during use.  

 

Buses and Transportation 

 Clean and disinfect the high touch areas of the bus at the start of your shift and after drop offs. 
Buses used for transporting students should be cleaned and disinfected according the guidance 
provided in the BC CDC’s Cleaning and Disinfectants for Public Settings document. 

 Encouraging private vehicle use where possible to decrease transportation density. 
 Have students sit in their own seat wherever possible, students from the same household can 

share seats if space is limited. 
 If safe distances cannot be maintained between students and bus drivers, plexiglass barriers 

may be erected provided they do not obstruct the view of the driver or the safe operation of 
the vehicle. 

Records and Training 

All staff has been trained in: 

 The risk of exposure to COVID-19 and the signs and symptoms of the disease. 

 Safe work procedures or instruction to be followed, including hand washing and 

cough/sneeze etiquette. 

 How to report an exposure to or symptoms of COVID-19. 

 Changes made to work policies, practices, and procedures due to the COVID-19 

pandemic and keep records of that training. 

Administrator will: 

 Document COVID-19 related meetings and post minutes at a central location. 

 Keep records of instruction and training provided to workers regarding COVID-19, as 

well as reports of exposure and first aid records. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf


 

 

 


