
 

School District 47 
Town Hall Meeting - August 26, 2020   

Questions and Answers 
 

Questions (as provided by participants) Answer(s)                        

Will the students be able to choose the learning groups with 
some of their friends or will it be chosen by the school and 
teachers? 

At the elementary level, learning groups will be 
formed primarily on division and grade while at 
secondary it will be by course selection. 

Will there be extra curricular sports at the high school level At this time we will not have extra curricular 
sports.  It may be considered at a later date but 
a safety plan would need to be formulated and 
approved by the public health office. 

Can you please address the Henderson afterschool program 
and if that will operate. 

At this time, there will be no after school 
program to minimize contacts. 

Will there be any option for after school care 2:45-5 at 
Westview Elem? We're very concerned about balancing kid’s 
school and parents work schedules. Thanks 

At this time, to minimize contacts there will not 
be an after school program. 

will siblings in different grades be in the same cohorts, to 
reduce the amount of people in there bubble 

Cohorts will be formed at the elementary level 
by division and grade and at secondary by 
course selection. 

will the remote learning question be answered within the 
meeting, I'm noticing my questions are being passed over and 
really would like an answer.  I'd rather not have to keep asking 

Yes. Dr. Yule will be addressing this 
momentarily. 

are there staggered start times for Gr 1 -7 cohorts? Will a 
schedule be sent out for each school? 

Elementary school principals are still establishing 
specifics but they were fairly confident we could 
follow safety protocols without staggered 
beginning and ending times.  There may be 
some staggering of recess and lunch. 

Will the Grade 10-12 Brooks students stay in their same 
classrooms for their classes with teachers rotating/ 

For as much as possible we will be trying to do 
this, but for some pairs they may need to move 
to another room. They would do this as a class. 

Hello, thank you for providing this Town Hall. Will French 
Immersion be supported through Brooks Online? 

French Immersion does not have a DL option. 
Their English courses could be through face to 
face or through Brooks online or families could 
register with PIE or another DL program. 
Language support will be available for French 
Immersion high school students enrolled at PIE. 



 

What would be the protocol to follow if my child or any child of 
the group of 60 is covid positive, or had contact with a positive 
case? 

If a student or staff is confirmed to have COVID-
19, public health will do an 
investigation to confirm if any staff or students 
have been in close contact with that 
person and need to self-isolate. Public health 
will inform the school and superintendent if 
there are close contacts of a confirmed case 
within a learning group or school. 

Are grade 10-12’s allowed to sit together in the lunchtime or 
do they have to remain physical distancing too? 

If they are not in the same learning 
group/cohort, they can still interact but will 
need to physically distance. 

My question in regards to social distancing in team projects 
was will masks be mandatory if they can’t keep the 2m rule. 

If they are working with others outside of their 
learning group/cohort. 

If the elementary cohorts are set up by division and grade, and 
we have kids in two different grades are we going to have 
staggered start times/entrances for drop off and pick up? If 
they're in different groups, that will double our bubbles. 

It does not look like at this time we will need to 
have staggered drop off and pick up times. 

Will there be staggered starts for elementary school students 
as well? 

It does not look like there will be a need for 
staggered starts at elementary. 

Has the ventilation system been upgraded? is it going to be? Many of our systems have been updated in 
recent years with all systems being well 
maintained. We are currently reviewing 
recommendations with respect to school start 
up and ventilation, we do not anticipate any 
issues with meeting the requirements. 

Are Grade 9’s in a cohort of the same 30 kids with teachers 
moving between classes? 

Most will be with the same 30 students. There 
will be some that may overlap with another 30. 
The cohorts of 120 will be during lunch break, 
entrance locations, etc. 

Is there any addition after school care for essential workers, as 
before the summer break ? 

Not at this time in Stage 2. We are not beginning 
the school year with an after school program, it 
may be reviewed again after the year starts. 

To be clear. Will physical distancing within cohorts be 
expected? I’m getting mixed information depending on where I 
look. 

Not within cohorts. Some teachers will be 
interacting with more than one cohort so they 
will need to physically distance and wear masks 
if they can't. 

I heard a reference to PIE as a hybrid model. Is it? Or is it 
distance learning? 

PIE is distributed learning (DL). Students have 
options for face to face interaction and support 
at PIE. 

if both parents a immune comprised how do you plan to keep 
kids safe with 120 kids in a cohort. when these kids share 
everything.   how does one enroll in the hybrid combination of 
in class and on line for students in grade 10 or higher 

Please contact your school principal and/or 
counsellor to discuss the options for your 
student.  There are hybrid options at Brooks. 



 

Can you discuss how classes and cohorts are formed, and if 
physical distancing will be encouraged within these groups as 
well? 

Schools will be collaboratively organizing classes 
and cohorts. Students will be encouraged to 
physically distance whenever possible. 

What are the plans for the school schedules? When are the 
classes starting and ending? 

Schools will be sending out their bell schedules. 

I joined a bit late. Have they already discussed what times 
Brookes will be running and when school actually starts? 

Specific start and end times will come from the 
Principal soon. 

Will grade 10-12‘s have to wear masks in the classes/learning 
groups? 

Students can wear a mask at any time, but 
masks are not being required in a learning 
group. 

As per Minister Fleming's announcement today, what remote 
learning will be offered to allow my children to maintain 
connection to their school community? 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal.  

When will we know what school supplies are required The recommended list is on the school website.  
I will put this link in the chat box.  If students are 
unable to bring supplies, schools will provide 
them as well as any additional supplies not on 
the list.  The only recommended addition would 
be a water bottle so students can access the 
water fill up station. 

My child is in Gr 9 but would be taking SS 10 or Math 10 this 
year. How will this be accommodated? 

The same way it is every other year. Please 
connect with your school counsellor or school 
principal. We are using their course selections 
for their schedules. 

will portables be used this year?  the air circulation is not great 
in them 

There are portables in three of our schools, we 
are reviewing the systems in those spaces along 
with the main buildings. We do not anticipate 
not meeting the indoor air quality requirements 
and have the resources to make improvements 
if deemed necessary. 

Are grade 10-12‘s allowed to take the city bus in the morning 
or do they HAVE to take a school bus? 

There will be a school bus for those that are 
eligible, but any student can use the city bus, 
walk, or get rides, of course. 

Will grade 10 online courses only going to run for 10 weeks, or 
a full semester? 

They will follow the same schedule as face to 
face but we always work with individual 
students and families with their needs. 

How will you manage project based learning with social 
distancing if the students are working in teams? 

Through learning groups and cohorts. 

What is the contact for withdrawing bus passes? transportation@sd47.bc.ca 



 

Why are students in grades 5-7 not recommended to wear 
masks in high traffic areas, e.g. hallways? I understand for the 
younger grades it is not recommended due to their propensity 
to touch their face masks 

We are following the PHO recommendations. On 
the bus Grades 5-12 will be wearing masks. 

Will after school care be available to families of essential 
workers? 

We are not beginning the school year with an 
after school program, it may be reviewed again 
after the year starts. 

Can Grade 8 & 9’s still participate in the Hockey Academy if 
their courses are linear? 

We are working with Bill Rounis and the Hockey 
Academy to ensure there is a safe plan for all 
students to be able participate. 

Please outline what’s happening with Film School and Trades 
programs. 

We are working with VIU on the delivery of 
traditional trades programs offered through 
them. The film school typically runs second 
semester with the whole class always being a 
cohort, there are no plans not to run it at this 
time. 

will one one service be available,for children that need it? We continue to work with families to determine 
supports necessary to support student learning. 

Where do we find information about the setup and teaching 
delivery of the different options? It's very difficult to make an 
informed decision on which delivery style will be best for my 
child without this information. 

We encourage families to visit our website and 
to contact their schools to discuss learning 
options. 

Thanks so much for this forum! Well organised and well done. 
Will each school have a teacher specifically assigned to help 
with home learning but want to still be attached to a specific 
school? 

We will be looking at how many students and 
spots are available once we get all of our 
information from families. For DL at PIE and 
Brooks online students have an assigned teacher 
to support them. 

Will the bus be providing transportation for our children with 
diverse abilities? 

We will be offering our usual bus for students 
with diverse abilities.  If you have accessed the 
bus in the past, you can expect someone to 
reach out to you soon to discuss transportation. 

when will class be over for grade 12 if they start at 1030 We will be running the regular dismissal 
schedule. I believe that's 3:20. 

Are the students using lockers at Brooks this Fall? Yes lockers will be used at Brooks.  As much as 
possible lockers will be assigned based on 
cohorts and classes. 

will the gr 12's class be 2 hrs per course.  one in the morning 2 
hr long and 1 if afternoon 2 hr long. 

Yes. Approximately 2 hours for each. No Open 
Centres or flex time. 

You mentioned for high school staggered times. What about 
after school everyone out at the same time? Full busses? Sorry 
I may have missed the end of the day conversation 

Yes...the dismissal time will be the same, but 
they will be moving to outside locations at 
different times. At the bus physical distancing 
and masks will be used as there will be people 
outside of their cohorts. More information with 
all of the details will come from Bill Rounis, 
Principal soon. Check your emails. 



 

What does it mean that there are no online, blended or 
alternate programs for grade 8/9? I understood they could 
access PIE program etc? 

Yes...they could enrol at PIE. Brooks, however, 
does not have Grade 8 and 9 online courses. 

on September 10 and 11th - what are the hours Gr1-7 are at 
school? 

You will get information from schools with all of 
the details soon. 

Sorry adding to my previous question.....kids start school on 
the 10th, but where do they go etc? 

You will receive detailed information from 
school principals shortly. They will have details 
about the student orientation. 

Will there be any child care options for parents that are both 
essential workers. 

Students are returning to full time in-class 
instruction. At this time we are not offering the 
Henderson after school program in an effort to 
reduce outside contacts to the building. 

How will school principals at both elementary and linear grade 
8/9 model address the parent requests for social connections 
or particular teacher(s) in cohort groupings (ie/ I would like my 
child with Child A in their cohort)? Historically, there has been 
movement of children based on parent requests. 

At this time, we are not taking parent requests.  
Cohort groups are based on similar age and 
course selection. 

will the gr 8/9 be in one class and not move around from class 
to class 

There will be limited movement. 

how will you determine who gets a spot in school if there is 
more then 120 people that want to come for in class learning 
at  brooks 

All students will be accommodated. 

Will existing friend groups/bubbles be taken into consideration 
when creating cohorts? 

At this time, we are not taking parent requests.  
Cohort groups are based on similar age and 
course selection. 

When will high school students know what cohort they are in? Students will have access to their student portal 
which will have their schedules, prior to the start 
of school. 

Will there be an increase in counseling services available for 
students from K-12 in order to support trauma and social 
emotional learning? 

All students will have access to counselling 
services.  The Province is taking a trauma 
informed approach to teaching and learning. 

How many custodians will be on staff? How often will surfaces 
be cleaned? Frequently is not clear enough. Will it be every 
hour? After each class change, after lunch….? 

We will be following the Health and Safety 
Guidelines. 

Town hall attendees generally present ideas, voice their 
opinions, ask questions of the public figures, elected officials, 
or political candidates at a town hall. Why is that format not 
being used here? People may get a question answered they 
didn't even know they had if this was actually open and 
transparent. Disappointed with this format chosen. 

We set the meeting up to maximize the 
information received in order to compile our 
Question and Answer document.   

Will french immersion at JT be supported? Yes this will be provided. 

I apologize, I missed part of the response. Did Mr. Yule say that 
there WILL be french language support for French immersion 
students? Thanks! 

Yes. 



 

Many parents are expressing frustration and fear around the 
current government plan that leaves much to be desired in the 
key areas of physical distancing and mask-wearing within 
classrooms. With the government giving responsibility to 
districts for increased safety measures in the plans, will Powell 
River commit to increase their safety protocols beyond the 
minimum requirements for distancing and mask use, to 
support the needs of parents and build confidence in the 
reopening plan? 

We are following the Provincial Health and 
Safety Guidelines 

What will be the action plan if a student or staff develops 
symptoms? 

Please see pages 17 & 18 of the Provincial 
COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 
Settings 

Will grade 8&9 student desks be spaced 2 metres apart? Thank 
you. 

This is not required in cohort groups. 

What will happen if a child attending school develops 
symptoms of Covid? What if someone in the home has 
symptoms, is awaiting test results or is isolating due to 
potential contact etc? The logistics being discussed tonight 
sound great. It was a lot to figure out... Has taking 
temperatures at the door been considered? 

Please see pages 17 & 18 of the Provincial 
COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 
Settings 

will there be  thermometer test done? or any talk of this in 
future 

Touchless thermometers form part of the 
schools inventory of first aid supplies, they 
aren’t to be used for routine checks of students. 

Will there be physical distancing and proper ventilation in the 
class rooms? 

Yes there will be proper ventilation. Physical 
distancing although not required in cohorts will 
be encouraged when possible. 

if one child becomes sick in one cohort and you have a child in 
another will they both need to stay home. 

Please see pages 17 & 18 of the Provincial 
COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 
Settings 

I asked a question.. Alice (You): What will happen if a child 
attending school develops symptoms of Covid? What if 
someone in the home has symptoms, is awaiting test results or 
is isolating due to potential contact etc? The logistics being 
discussed tonight sound great. It was a lot to figure out... Has 
taking temperatures at the door been considered? 

See previous answered questions. 

What is the deadline for choosing the different learning 
options? Are we as parents able to choose the days of the 
week they attend school versus learn at home? 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

How will high school physical education classes be delivered 
with respect to change room issues? 

We will be following the Provincial Health Office 
Guidelines. 

If we choose the PIE option are we as parents able to dictate 
which days and the number of days our child attends school 
versus at home? 

PIE has a schedule for in person instruction. 
Please visit the program website for registration 
or contact the PIE principal for more details. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf


 

How will PIE be supporting the french immersion children? French Immersion students who choose to enroll 
with PIE for the 2020/2021 school year will have 
French language support through the district. 

Today, Minister Fleming said “It is encouraging to see that a 
number of districts are beginning to develop and provide 
options” in regards to remote learning opportunities for 
students while maintaining enrolment at their school. This was 
supported further by the commitment to secured and flexible 

student funding.   When will the Powell River School 
District provide remote options for families that are not 
interested in committing to PIE or homeschooling but are 
looking for a flexible return for their families, or are looking to 
wait and see due to vulnerable family members? PIE and 
homeschooling are not feasible for everyone, and the 
government today stressed the availability of remote 

options.  Additionally, when will the Powell River School 
District be providing equitable access to remote and 
distributed learning options for French Immersion families that 
supports continuity of learning in the language while 
preventing gaps in skills from switching to English and re-
integrating into the FI stream? 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

Minister Rob Fleming announced today that remote learning 
will be an option in some school districts. Will this be an option 
for families in Powell River? In my opinion this flexibility may 
help to keep class sizes small(er) and provides a choice for 
those who wish to remain connected to their school but are 
not comfortable sending their children to school at this stage. 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

Where do we find out more information about fully online and 
mixed method approaches. It wasn't outlined in the 
information originally distributed. 

Please refer to our Family Options document. 
The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

Why are virtual classes not being offered to students? There are a number of options outlined in the 
Family Options document. 
 
The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

Will the grades 10-12‘s have to be in class or is there also 
sometimes the possibility to take the classes online? 

Brooks Secondary has online options. Please 
contact the school for more information. 



 

I would like remote learning offered, like back in the spring. 
 
I have been told that PIE is filling up fast and I have to decide 
now, as in this week, between PIE and Westview.  I would like 
our spots saved at Westview, as this is a pandemic and there 
should be some flexibility. 
 
Will we know next week if our spots can be saved? 

It will be important for parents to understand 
that the hybrid model of in-class instruction and 
remote learning that was so prevalent in 
the spring will not be available to most students 
this fall.  
 
The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 
 
We will know by the end of the first full week of 
school if we can save spots for students who 
choose not to register at their local school. 

so will 8-12 be dismissed at the same time? Yes 

Thank you for this meeting. Is there a timeline for Elementary 
Schools to contact parents with plans for classes etc? Is there a 
date set for the info to come out? Thanks 

Parents will be contacted a week prior to the 
commencement of school. 

We joined up with PIE due to lack of information but want our 
children to still be part of their school community and still have 
their seats, now with mr fleming's announcement should we re 
join our school and continue with remote learning? 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 
 
We will know by the end of the first full week of 
school if we can save spots for students who 
choose not to register at their local school. 

Any addition services for the younger school years that have 
fallen behind? 

Yes, we will continue to provide an intervention 
program to support students who have fallen 
behind. 

The District asked parents for feedback on the impact of school 
closures and their preferences for September in the spring. 

 What percentage of surveyed parents were interested in a 

hybrid or part-time return, or a full remote option?  Knowing 
that physical distancing within classrooms is not a part of the 
government’s plan, does the Powell River board have any plans 
to leverage the desire for part-time attendance to reduce class 
density, while also supporting full time attendance for families 
that require it? 

The majority of parents indicated their children 
will be returning. 
 
It will be important for parents to understand 
that the hybrid model of in-class instruction and 
remote learning that was so prevalent in 
the spring will not be available to most students 
this fall.  
 

The Family Options section of our plan outlines 
the various educational scenarios anticipated 
this school year. If these options don’t work for 
your child or family please contact your 
principal. 

If my child feels unsafe after one or two weeks of school will 
he/she be able to switch to online learning? 

Yes. 

If my child feels unsafe after 1 or 2 weeks of school will they be 
able to switch to online? 

Yes. 



 

How will TTOCs physically distance for safety, when physical 
distancing is not possible in crowded classes? Will TTOCs be 
assigned to schools or cohorts? 

TTOCs will physically distance and if physical 
distancing isn’t possible a mask is required. The 
District is considering whether TTOCs will be 
assigned to schools and is working closely with 
the PRDTA. 

If we withdraw our kids’ bus passes, then later in the year our 
work situation changes and we require bussing, will they be 
given a bus pass? 

Yes, eligible students will have bussing. 

Thank you for all of the extra time and effort that has been 
invested in keeping students' safety and learning at the centre 
of your planning. 

Thank you for attending the Town Hall Meeting. 

 


