


School District No. 52 (Prince Rupert)
634 - 6th Avenue East
Prince Rupert, B.C.
V8J 1X1

October 22, 2009

The Honourable Margaret MacDiarmid
Minister of Education
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Dear Minister MacDiarmid,

Re: BC School Sports Funding Cut

At the Regular Open Board meeting of School District No. 52 (Prince Rupert) on
October 13, 2009 the Board of Education considered a request from BC School Sports for
$1,500 in funding to help replace funding that had been cut by the Ministry of Education.
The Board carefully considered the request in light of the long-standing pride of our
schools in the success of their athletes in Provincial sporting competitions. In order to
help continue the opportunities for our athletes to compete provincially, the Board agreed
to provide this funding for the current school year only.

The Board also asked that I write to ask you to reconsider the decision to stop funding
BC School Sports. In order to help the students in our District to become well-rounded,
contributing students of the future requires that we provide them with opportunities to
utilize all of their skills - academic, artistic and athletic. Decisions to cut funding from
institutions like BC School Sports makes our task even more difficult.

Therefore we respectfully ask you to reinstate the funding to BC School Sports for the
2010/11 school year.

Yours sincerely,

School District No. 52 (Prince Rupert)

cc:

	

BC School Sports

	

"Sagayt Suwllaawks QIts'ap"
"A Community of Learners"

Tel: (250) 624 - 6717
Fax: (250) 624 - 6517

www.sd52.bc.ca





AA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Today's Learner - Tomorrow's Future

395 Wakesiah Avenue
Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6

Telephone 250-754-5240
Fax 250 -741-5309l

SCHOOL DISTRICT 68 (NANAIMO -LADYSMITH)

J

November 18, 2009

Mr. Gerald Morton
Director, Information Department
Ministry of Education
P.O. Box 9144
Stn. Prov. Govt.
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1T7

Dear Mr. Morton:

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Education of School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) to
follow up on concerns that we expressed earlier this year about some specific ways that the release of
Foundations Skills Assessment data breaches the privacy of individual students.

	

For your information, our original letter of April 7, 2009 is attached. You responded to us on April
28, 2009, telling us that the reports for the two example schools we drew to your attention had been
removed from the Ministry of Education website. You also stated that you are currently revising
your reporting policies and will be taking our concerns into consideration.

While we appreciate that you removed the reports for the two schools we used as examples, the
intention of our original letter was to point out to you some specific ways in which we believe your
current practices breach student privacy in a number of schools. As a result, the privacy issues we
identified occur in schools throughout the province, and those reports are still on the Ministry of
Education website.

We understand that it is the Ministry's policy to mask results when there are elements of a population
that contain four or fewer students, in order to protect student privacy. There are situations, however,
where student privacy can be breached where a population is larger than four. We have attached two
such examples.

Example I - In Grade 4 at Quarterway Elementary in 2009 there were five Aboriginal
students. All five of those students met expectations on the reading FSA. A parent
familiar with that school would have been able to identify exactly which students those
were.



• Example 2 - In Grade 7 at Hammond Bay Elementary in 2009, all 11 male students
scored "meeting expectations" on reading and writing. Also at Hammond Bay, the
student or parents of one of the Grade 7 girls can determine what all of the other girls
scored on reading, since only one girl had a score which was distinct from the rest of the
class.

Our purpose in writing to you is to make you aware of some of the ways that the Ministry's current
policy regarding the masking of results does not fully protect student privacy. While it is our
preference that school-level FSA data not be made public, we would like to request that if the
Ministry continues to make such information available publicly that you take steps to further protect
the privacy of individual students.

truly,

Donna Allen
Chair

Attachments

pc:

	

M. Munro, Superintendent
D. Green, Secretary-Treasurer
Trustees
R. Austin
BCSTA



AA BOARD OF EDUCATION
,tiHUUL UIS I Kit; 168 (NANAIMO-LADYSMITH)
Today's Learner - Tomorrow's Future

395 Wakesiah Avenue
Nanalmo, BC V9R 3K6

Telephone 250.754.5240
Fax 250-741-5309l J

April 7, 2009

Mr. Alex Bjelica, Director
Privacy and Records Management Branch
Ministry of Education
P.O. Box 9144
Stn. Prov. Govt.
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1T7

Fax: 250 952-6995

Dear Mr. Bkelica:

RE: Foundation Skills Assessment - FSA

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Education of School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) to
express specific concerns about ways that the release of Foundations Skills Assessment data breaches
the privacy of individual students.

Our Board is generally opposed to the release of the FSA school-level data and has made our views
known to the Minister of Education. However, we also want to point out to you some specific ways

	

in which we believe your current practices breach student privacy. I am attaching school-level
reports, taken from the Ministry's website, to illustrate our specific concerns.

We understand that it is the Ministry's policy to mask results when there are elements of a population
that contain four or fewer students, in order to protect student privacy. There are situations, however,
where student privacy can be breached where a population is larger than four.

• Example I - In Grade 7 at Mount Benson Elementary in 2008 there were six Aboriginal
students. None of those students met expectations on the reading FSA. A parent familiar
with that school would have been able to identify exactly which students those were.

• Example 2 - In Grade 7 at Davis Road Elementary in 2008 there was one female student
who met expectations on the numeracy FSA. The other five girls did not meet
expectations. The parent of the student who met expectations would know that the other
Grade 7 girls did not meet expectations.



April 7, 2009

	

page 2

While it is our preference that school-level FSA data not be made public, we would like to request
that if the Ministry continues to make such information available publicly that you take steps to
further protect the privacy of individual students.

We request that you review our concerns, taking the B.C. Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act into account, and provide us with a response.

Yours truly,

Donna Allen
Chair

Attachment

pc:

	

M. Munro, Superintendent
D. Green, Secretary-Treasurer
Trustees



FSA Grade 4, February 2009 06868071 - Quarterway Elementary
Number of Grade 4 students based on February enrolment (may vary from the numbers shown below): 48

%
All Students 8 16

[t

33 67 0 0
Male 4 16 18 72 0 0
Female 4 17 5 21 15 63 0 0
Abort inal 0 0 5 100 0 0
ESL Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk
Special Needs* Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

%

All Students 8 16 12 24 28 57 1 2
Male 3 12 10 40 11 44 1 4
Female 5 21 2 8 17 71 0 0
Aboriginal 0 0 3 60 2 40 0 0
ESL Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk
Special Needs* Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

NMMWW ritiorlows"No toyot

%
All Students 10 20 12 24 26 53 1 2
Male 5 20 6 24 13 52 1 4
Female 5 21 6 25 13 54 0 0
Aboriginal 1 20 0 0 4 80 0 0
ESL Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk
Special Needs* Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

	

= Performance Level Unknown Q Not Yet Meeting [J Meeting ® Exceeding
Note: Special Needs Includes Sensory Disabilities, Learning Disabilities and Behaviour Disabilities.

Average FSA Scaled Score - Grade 4 Reading

	

Yr 1 - 2008 Yr 2 - 2009 Yr 3 - 2010 Yr 4 - 2011

	

Yr 5 - 2012 Yr 8 - 2013 Yr 7 - 2014 Yr 8 - 2015 Yr 9.2016 Yr 10 - 2017

Average FSA Score - Grade 4 Writing
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Average FSA Scaled Score - Grade 4 Numeracy
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Comparison to an Internet onai Reading Benchmark

	

Congratulations!
Your school's FSA Grade 4 Reading results have been aligned with the most recent Progress in International Reading Literacy
Study (PIRLS). Your school performed at or above the International Benchmark. More information about PIRLS is available at
www.bced -gov.be.ca/assessment/nat int assess.htm

- For more Information, please visit the FSA website at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/ -

	

800

	

700

	

600

	

500

	

400

	

300

200



FSA Grade 7, February 2009 06868044 - Hammond Bay Elementary
Number of Grade 7 students based on February enrolment (may vary from the numbers shown below): 29

N

	

1111"d JIM yet

%
All Students 0 d 0 0 21 72 8 28
Male 0 0 0 0 10 91 1 9
Female 0 0 0 0 11 61 7 39
Aboriginal - - - - - - -
ESL - - - - - - -
Special Needs* Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

^A1fMll^lftAllMMI► .:

96
All Students 0 0 0 0 24 83 5 17
Male 0 0 0 0 11 100 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 13 72 5 28
Aboriginal - - - - - -
ESL - - - - - - -
Special Needs* Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

lu1til1 R ::,..• .

96
All Students 0 0 2 7 25 86 2 7
Male 0 0 2 18 8 73 1 9
Female 0 0 0 0 17 94 1 6
Aboriginal - - - - - -
ESL - - - - - -
Special Needs' Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk Msk

= Performance Level Unknown

	

. Not Yet Meeting

	

Meeting

	

Exceeding
Note: Special Needs includes Sensory Disabilities, Learning Disabilities and Behaviour Disabilities.

Average FSA Scaled Score - Grade 7 Reading
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Average FSA Score - Grade 7 Writing
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- For more information, please visit the FSA website at www.beed.gov .bc.ca/assessment/fsa/ -
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Average FSA Scaled Score - Grade 7 Numeracy
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