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Brazilian Leaving Ceremony 

 

It was an emotional ceremony as Brooks School said goodbye and thank you to thirty-

five wonderful Brazilian students, who recently completed their five month Win the 

World Scholarship Program in Powell River. This program is sponsored by the 

Pernambuco state government located in the Northeastern part of Brazil. Top Brazilian 

high-school students from Pernambuco State were chosen to experience educational 

opportunities in English speaking countries such as Canada. After completing the 

program, students are expected to be leaders and problem solvers when they return to 

their home communities in Brazil. 

 

To celebrate the completion of their program, students first attended a scrumptious buffet luncheon 

prepared by the VIU Culinary Arts students in the Future Chef’s Café at Brooks School. After the 

luncheon a special Leaving Ceremony was held in the Max Cameron Theatre. During the ceremony, the Brazilian 

students were both praised and thanked for being so friendly, likeable and hard -working during their time at 

Brooks. It was noted that the Brazilian students were very appreciative of their educational opportunity in 

Canada. 

 

Brooks Principal, Jamie Burt commented on what a positive impact these students had on the entire school 

population. They befriended so many and they were wonderful role models for our Canadian students. Burt told 

the audience that the Brazilian students added a real spark and sense of vitality to the student body at Brooks 

School and will be greatly missed. To show their gratitude and appreciation, the Brazilian students gave Burt a 

standing ovation and sang him a special song in Portuguese. 

 

Through their warmth and genuineness, the Brazilian students touched the lives of many people they came in 

contact with. Both English Language Learner Teachers Kim Leach and Vanessa Coray worked closely with many 

of the Brazilian students while they attended Brooks School. Kim Leach said; “I will truly miss the energetic, 

positive, friendly and out-going Brazilians! They have brought a ray of sunshine to Brooks School and left us all 

feeling happier!” When asked about the Brazilian students, Vanessa Coray responded by saying; ”What an 

amazing group of students. Their positive energy and smiles are contagious. We will miss them dearly.” 

 

During the Leaving Ceremony students were presented with their report cards, certificate of attendance and a 

souvenir wooden picture frame with a group photo. 

 

Maria Clara Gomes Medeiros spoke eloquently on behalf of the Brazilian students, explaining what it was like to 

be an International student at Brooks for one semester. 

 

The Leaving Ceremony concluded with a 20 minute slide show of various pictures of the students taken while 

they were in Canada. The slide show was prepared by student Marcelo Da Silva. 

Programs such as this go a long way in providing an opportunity for Powell River students to learn from, and 

with students from around the world. 
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Maria Clara Gomes Medeiros -
Speech  
 

Being an exchange student means not to mind if you are 

sleeping in an uncomfortable bed, as long as you have a bed to 

sleep. When you look back and feel fear, because the old life 

does not fit anymore. Does not make sense anymore. Could we 

stay here forever? We wish we could bring our families to live 

here with us. You realize how important this experience is when 

a smell reminds you of that place. When you see those smiles 

again on a photo and you 

cry. You even start crying 

for no reason. Being an 

exchange student means 

feeling good for being far 

from all the things and 

people you are attached at, 

because now it’s time to 

think more about yourself, 

your future, what you desire 

for your life and to make sure you are ready for it! It means a 

fresh start. It means to appreciate the money you get every 

month and the meals you have every day. Being an exchange 

student means having some snacks in your backpack in case 

you didn’t like supper but you don’t want to hurt your homestay 

feelings. It means to appreciate the friends you made here 

because they support you when you need it and you do the same 

for them. Being an exchange student means trying to learn as 

much as you can in such a short time because time goes by fast 

and you never know when you will get to live this experience 

again. Being an exchange student means this moment right 

now: here I am standing in front of you guys, my 35 Brazilian 

brothers and sisters who I met at the airport and now I can’t live 

without. In front of the school staff, that always helped us and 

have been very welcoming since the day we got here. In front of 

our new friends that we are gonna miss so much. And trying to 

say something nice that we can always remember. Pictures. 

Videos. That’s not enough. The best things we keep in our 

memories and in our hearts. 

Lucas Vinicius – My 
Canadian Experience 

 

My whole experience was absolutely amazing! 

I had a wonderful time and a nice host family! 

I haven’t even really been homesick. My host 

siblings are a lot of fun, I’ve made some good 

friends at school too, and the kids here are all 

very friendly. I’ve met so many great people 

from other places around the world. Being here 

and experiencing a different culture, a different 

lifestyle, and a different language has changed 

my perception of life. I can’t believe how 

quickly 5 months have gone by, but I’m sure 

that my knowledge about the new language 

has improved. I know that it is going to be 

very hard to leave and go back to normal life 

in Brazil. This exchange made me learn more 

about myself and the world around me than I 

ever could have in a classroom as well I got 

lots of precious memories, friendships and 

knowledge to last a lifetime. 

 
 

Important Dates 
 February 9 B.C. Family Day Holiday 

 February 10 First Day of Classes for Second Semester 

 February 11 School Musical Performance at Brooks  

Contact  
Gerry Brach 
Int’l Program Counselor 
gerry.brach@sd47.bc.ca 

www.sd47.bc.ca/intl 

 


