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Student Profile Maria Clara Medeiros 
Maria Clara is thrilled to be living her childhood 

dream. At the age of 9, this determined Brazilian 

student started teaching herself how to speak English 

so she could one day travel to an English speaking 

country. At this early age she would print the lyrics of 

the songs she liked by American pop stars, and 

practice singing the words. She would also translate 

the English words she didn’t know into Portuguese. 

 

Other strategies she used to improve her English were 

to watch American T.V. shows and to practice 

speaking English with some of her friends who were 

taking private language lessons. 

 

Learning other 

languages comes easy 

for Maria Clara, as she 

is currently studying 

Spanish in addition to 

English and also hopes 

to start learning French 

soon in the way she 

taught herself English. 

Maria Clara aspires to 

turn her love of 

languages into a career 

by studying Tourism or International Relations at a 

university in Brazil. 

 

Maria Clara really likes the time she has 

spent in Powell River and if she could 

bring all the people she loves from Brazil 

here, she would stay in Powell River 

forever! She feels the teachers here are 

more qualified than in Brazil and there is 

better infrastructure and equipment in our schools. 

 

Her advice for International students:”Be prepared for 

the good and bad things that may happen to you.” 
    

Next time, from France: Maureen Stefani     

Teacher Profile    Vanessa Coray 
When asked about her current position as an ESL 

Specialist at Brooks Secondary school in Powell River, 

B.C, Vanessa Coray “loves everything” about her role.   

She feels “the best, yet the most challenging, part of 

working with International students is learning and 

understanding their culture.”  

 

Every day is a learning day for Vanessa as she realizes 

that a teaching approach that works for the Brazilian 

students doesn’t necessarily work for the Chinese 

students. This keeps Vanessa on her toes and makes for a 

never ending learning curve. 

 

Vanessa has always had a passion for travelling, learning 

about different cultures and for helping 

people. Working with International 

students allows her to learn from them 

just as much as they learn from her. 

 

After studying International Business, and working in 

that field, Vanessa decided that her real passion was 

teaching.  She obtained her second degree in education 

from the University of Toronto. She also studied ESL 

and globalization at a university in Malaysia. Since then, 

Vanessa has taught various 

subjects in Ontario, 

Hawaii, England, and 

China for the past seven 

years. 

 

We are very fortunate that 

after travelling and 

working in many areas 

around the world, Vanessa 

now considers Powell 

River to be her favourite 

place on earth.  “I love it 

here. It is absolutely 

amazing to be part of the Brooks community. The staff is 

so helpful, fun, and their commitment to student success 

is admirable.” 
My Canadian Christmas    Zoey Ji - China 

2014 was an exciting year. I came to Canada, spent the first Christmas I've ever had 

here with my friends. I got presents. learnt or tried to learn a few Christmas songs 

and watched holiday movies.  I would never even imagine 

going into the ocean with only a T-shirt and shorts on. That 

would be crazy. But I just did- the Polar Bear Swim. It was a 

great opportunity coming to Canada, and I'm glad I got the 

chance and didn't miss it. My life here is full of surprises and I 

love it here.  

My New Year's 
Resolution 

Nicson Chen – China 
 

1. learning English better 

2. study well 

3. play hard, work hard 

Important Dates 
 January 27 Brazilian Leaving Ceremony 

 January 29 Brazilian students depart Powell River 

 January 29 Last day of classes for semester one  
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