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Student Profile Maureen Stefani 
 
This vibrant eighteen year old student from Toulouse, France 

loves travelling, skiing and practicing ballet. At the age of two, 

Maureen learned to ski and has been skiing the French Alps 

with her family and friends every winter since. She also 

describes skiing the Pyrenees Mountains in Spain as a highlight 

of her skiing adventures. 

 

Maureen originally thought she would take her grade 12 

graduation year in England, as she has spent a lot of time in 

London visiting friends and family while growing up. London 

wasn’t in her high school plans though, as her student 

organization gave her the choice of attending school in either 

Powell River or Halifax, Nova Scotia. Maureen says that it was 

an easy choice for her to pick Brooks 

School in Powell River, as she has a good 

friend living in Victoria. 

 

Maureen likes the size of Powell River as 

you can go most places by walking or by 

car. “I love the sunsets, but don’t really like 

the weather as it rains too much.” While 

living in Powell River, she keeps in shape 

by going to the gym several times a week as 

well as ice skating with friends. 

 

Teachers at Brooks are more open minded than her teachers in 

France because here they are way more involved 

in school activities like dressing up for pyjama 

day and Halloween. “My teachers in France 

would never dress up like they do here.”  

 

At this point in her life Maureen is unsure of her 

future plans, but is thinking about working at Disneyworld in 

Orlando, Florida next year. If hired she would be a 

representative of French culture by being a Merchandise or 

Attraction Hostess. A Merchandise Hostess sells artisanal 

products from their country while an Attractional Hostess shows 

cultural attractions. After a year working in the U.S. she would 

then like to study Business Management at a university in 

England. 

 

Her advice to International students is,” Come to Powell River 

because it is a good opportunity to learn English and to become 

friends with people from around the world.” 

 

Next time, A Special Brazilian Edition of Home and Away    

Bao Kou “Slam Dunk” 
 
Basketball is truly an international sport as demonstrated 

by six Chinese students, who are currently attending 

Brooks 

Secondary 

School and 

playing for 

the Senior 

Boys’ team. 

Ray Dube 

coaches the 

team, and is 

impressed 

with the 

Chinese 

students who form the bulk of his squad. “I like 

coaching them because they are talented and willing to 

learn new strategies. It is amazing how both their 

basketball skills and English speaking skills have 

improved in the short time they have been playing 

basketball at Brooks.” 

Six foot three centre, Tyrus Brach thinks the Senior 

Boys’ team has improved significantly this year with the 

addition of the Chinese players. “I think we will have a 

good season with the new players, as they have added a 

lot of speed and excellent shooting skills to the team.” 

Grade 11 Brooks student, Calvin Xu started playing 

basketball when he was in grade 6 in China. Calvin 

thinks his team will do well in their games this season as 

they are a confident group and are working hard to get 

better. “Our biggest challenge is to play as a team and to 

communicate with each other.” This 17 year old skilled 

player, loves basketball because it helps him to build 

connections and to make good friends who become like 

family. 

In China, basketball is perhaps the only true national 

sport as an estimated 300 million people from all 

backgrounds play the game. For Chinese youth, many of 

whom have no siblings, basketball is a way to form deep 

connections with their peers. 

Brooks Senior Boys’ basketball team recently played its 

first game of the season where they defeated the Senior 

Boy’s Team from Timberline Secondary School in 

Campbell River, by a score of 47-39. The Chinese 

connection had a strong game in which they contributed 

both defensively and offensively to the win.  

 Did You Know? Almost four out of 

every ten international students who 

graduate from a B.C. high school start 

a B.C. post-secondary program within a year. As 

a result, one out of every nine international 

students enrolled in a B.C. public post-

secondary program previously graduated from a 

B.C. high school. 

My New Year's Resolution 
Deyse Ferreira – Brazil - My new year’s resolution is to love 

myself and give more attention to my family and to study 

more. 

Nao Shimada – Japan - My new year’s resolution is to 

challenge new things and to study hard to get good marks. 

Jack Zhao – China - My new year’s resolution is to learn 

more English and to get a better mark in science. 

Important Dates 
 February 6  District Pro-D Day 

 February 10 Semester # 2 Begins 
 

Contact: Gerry Brach 
Int’l Program Counselor 
gerry.brach@sd47.bc.ca 

www.sd47.bc.ca/intl 
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