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School District 47 (Powell River) 

Communicable Disease Guidelines 

March 28, 2022 

 

1.0 General Information 
The Purpose of this document is to outline the control measures in place to minimize or 
eliminate the potential for transmission of communicable disease and to provide guidance for 
administrators, educators, and support staff to help maintain a safe and healthy environment 
for students and their families.   
 
This document was developed following the guidance provided in the Provincial COVID-19 

Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12 Setting. 

 

2.0  Infection Prevention & Exposure Control Measures 
Infection prevention and exposure control measures (also called communicable disease 
measures or health and safety measures) help create safe environments by reducing the spread 
of communicable diseases like COVID-19. These are more effective in settings such as schools 
where there is a relatively consistent grouping of people and multiple measures of various 
effectiveness can be routinely and consistently implemented. 

 

 Robust illness policies for students and staff. 
 

 Reinforcement and adoption of effective personal practices (e.g. hand hygiene, 
respiratory etiquette). 

 

 Various environmental measures (e.g. enhanced cleaning and disinfecting practices, 
ensuring HVAC systems are operating properly etc.). 

 
The Hierarchy for Infection Prevention and Exposure Control Measures for Communicable 
Disease describes measures that should be taken to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 in 
schools. Control measures at the top are more effective and protective than those at the 
bottom. By implementing a combination of measures at each level, the risk of COVID-19 is 
substantially reduced. 
 

 Public Health Measures (includes vaccinations, orders from the Provincial Health officer 
or local Medical Health Officer, testing, and testing). 
 

 Environmental Measures (Includes ventilation and cleaning and disinfecting). 
 

 Administrative Measures (Includes space arrangement, communications to staff, 
students and families, and visitor policies). 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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 Personal Measures (Includes respecting personal space, staying home when sick, 
ensuring immunizations are up to date and hand hygiene). 

 

 Personal Protective Equipment (Includes choosing to wear a mask). 
 

 

3.0 Physical Distancing and Space Arrangement 
Schools can return to classroom and learning environment configurations and activities that 
best meet learner needs and preferred educational approaches, though should still consider 
implementing strategies to help create space between people and to support students and staff 
in returning to school using a trauma-informed approach: 

 

 Remind students and staff about respecting others personal space. Use visual supports, 

signage, prompts, video modelling as necessary. 

 

 Use available space to spread people out, both in learning environments and for 

gatherings and events, where possible. 

 

 Implement strategies that prevent crowding at pick-up and drop-off times. 

 

 Take students outside more often, where and when possible. 

 

 Manage flow of people in common areas, including hallways and around lockers, to 

minimize crowding and allow for ease of people passing through. 

 

 Use floor markings and posters to address traffic flow throughout the school. This 

may include one-way hallways and designated entrance and exit doors. It is 

important not to reduce the number of exits and ensure the fire code is adhered to. 

   

3.1 School Gatherings and Events 
For school gatherings and events that bring together multiple classes or other groupings of 
students (e.g., school assemblies, multiple classes doing a single activity, etc.) from the same 
school (but members of the school community beyond staff, students and necessary volunteers 
are not attending), there is not a specific capacity limit.  
 
On March 10th 2022, the Provincial Health Officer announced the Gathering and Events Order 
requiring proof of vaccination for certain community-led gatherings and events would be lifted 
end of day on April 7th, 2022.  
 
While that Order is in place, indoor school extracurricular and social gatherings and events that 
bring together members of the school community beyond staff, students and necessary 
volunteers (e.g., an arts club performance, community fair, etc.), or that occur between schools 
(e.g., a music festival, a sports game or tournament, etc.) should not exceed 50 people or 50% 
operating capacity (whichever is greater) and proof of vaccination requirements should not be 
implemented.  
 
When the Gatherings and Events Order requiring proof of vaccination for community-led 
gatherings and events is lifted, all school gatherings and events can return to 100% capacity. 
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Organizers should apply a trauma-informed lens to their planning, including consideration of: 

 

 Respecting student and staff comfort levels regarding personal space. 

 

 Using space available to spread people out as much as possible, respecting room 

occupancy limits, and ensuring enough space is available to prevent involuntary physical 

contact between attendees (e.g. overcrowding). 

 

 Gradual transitions to larger gatherings (e.g. school wide assemblies), including starting 

with virtual or smaller in-person options, shorter in-person sessions, etc. 

  

 Examinations or assessments are not considered school gatherings however, they must 

still be delivered in accordance with the health and safety guidelines outlined in this 

document. 

 

3.2 Personal Items 
Staff and students can continue to bring personal items to school, but they should be 
encouraged to not share items that come in contact with the mouth (e.g. food, drinks, 
unwashed utensils, wind instruments, etc.). 

 

 

4.0 Supporting Students with Disabilities/Diverse Abilities 
Those providing health or education services that require being in close proximity to a student 

should follow their standard risk assessment methods to determine what PPE is needed for 

general communicable disease prevention in accordance with routine practices. 

 

Parents and caregivers of children who are considered at higher risk of severe illness due to 

COVID-19 are encouraged to consult with their health care provider to determine their child’s 

level of risk. Students are not required to wear a mask or face covering when receiving services, 

though may continue to based on their or their parent/caregiver’s personal choice. 

 

Schools will continue to have non-medical masks on hand for those who have forgotten theirs 

but would like to wear one. 

 

 

5.0 Student Transportation 
The following strategies will be considered for student transportation on buses: 
 

 Buses used for transporting students will be cleaned and disinfected according to the 
guidance provided in section 6 of this document. 
 

 Bus drivers should clean their hands often, including before and after completing trips. 
Drivers are encouraged to regularly use alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% 
alcohol during trips.  
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 Bus drivers, teachers and students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 may choose to wear 
masks or face coverings when they are on the bus.   

 

 Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, 
influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory diseases before sending them to 
school. If a child is sick, they must not take the bus or go to school.  
 

 Students should clean their hands before and after taking the bus. 
 

 Passengers are to be spread out if empty seats are available. 
 

 Windows may be opened when the weather permits.  
 

 Bus drivers and students should practice respiratory etiquette while on the bus.  
 

 

6.0 Cleaning and Disinfecting 
Regular cleaning and disinfection are essential to preventing the transmission of COVID-19 from 
contaminated objects and surfaces.  SD47 and staff all have a joint shared responsibility to 
ensure our work areas are clean.  Schools will be cleaned and disinfected in accordance with the 
guidelines set out in this document. 
  

6.1 Cleaning and Disinfecting Frequency 
  The following frequency guidelines must be adhered to when cleaning and disinfecting: 

 

 General cleaning of the premises, and cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched 

surfaces will occur every evening after school ends for the day. 

 

 In addition to the evening cleaning and disinfecting of schools, disinfecting of some 

frequently touched surfaces will occur during the school day.  

 

 Clean and disinfect any surface that is visibly dirty. 

 

 Empty garbage containers daily.  

The requirements for daily cleaning and disinfecting outlined above do not apply to spaces 

and/or equipment that are not being used by students, staff or visitors. 

 

6.2 Frequently Touched Surfaces 
  Frequently touched surfaces include: 

 

 Items used by larger numbers of students and staff, including doorknobs, light 

switches, hand railings, faucet handles, toilet handles, and water fountains. 

 

 Water fountains can continue to be used however students and staff should be 

encouraged to use personal water bottles which can be refilled at the fountain 

filling stations. If using water fountains, students and staff should practice hand 
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hygiene before and after use and should not place their mouth on the fountain. 

Water fountains will be cleaned as a frequently touched item. 

 

 Shared equipment (e.g. computer keyboards and tablets, glassware and testing 

equipment for science labs, kitchen equipment for culinary programs, sewing 

machines and equipment for home economics programs, PE/sports equipment, 

music equipment, etc). 

 

 Appliances (staff and students can share the use of appliances and other objects, but 
treat items like microwaves, refrigerators, coffee pots, photocopiers or laminators as 
frequently touched surfaces). 

 

 Service counters (e.g., office service window, library circulation desk). 
 

Frequently-touched items like toys or manipulatives that may not be able to be cleaned often 
(e.g. fabrics) or at all (e.g. sand, foam, playdough, etc.) can be used. Carpets and rugs (e.g. in 
Primary and Strong Start classes) can also be used. 
 
There is no evidence that the COVID-19 virus is transmitted via textbooks, paper or other paper-
based products. Laminated or glossy paper-based products (e.g. children’s books or magazines) 
and items with plastic covers can be contaminated if handled by a person with COVID-19; 
however, the risk is low. There is no need for these items to be cleaned and disinfected or 
quarantined for any period of time, or for hand hygiene to be practiced before or after use. 

 

6.3 Cleaning and Disinfecting Bodily Fluids 
Follow these procedures, in conjunction with district protocols, when cleaning and disinfecting 
bodily fluids (e.g. runny nose, vomit, stool, urine): 
 

 Wear disposable gloves when cleaning blood or body fluids. 

 

 Wash hands before wearing and after removing gloves. 

 

 Follow regular health and safety procedure and regularly used PPE for blood and bodily 

fluids (e.g. toileting, spitting, biting). 

 

6.4 Laundry 
Follow these procedures when doing laundry (Home Economics, PE, Life Skills Programs, etc.): 

 

 Laundry should be placed in a laundry basket with a plastic liner. 

 

 Do not shake dirty items. 

 

 Wearing gloves is optional. If choosing to wear gloves, ensure hand hygiene is 

performed before and after use. No other PPE is required. 

 

 Clean hands with soap and water immediately after removing gloves. 
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  Wash with regular laundry soap and hot water (60-90 degrees Celsius) 

 

 

7.0 Visitor Access/Volunteers/Community Use 
The School District recognizes (1) there are circumstances where parents and others need 

access to school buildings; (2) the importance of volunteers in schools; and (3) the integral role 

that school buildings play in after hours community programming.  

 

7.1 Visitor Access 
Schools are responsible for ensuring that visitors are aware of communicable disease protocols 

and requirements, and have completed a daily health check, prior to entering the school. 

  

 Information on communicable disease protocols and requirements for visitors should be 

posted by the entrance to the school, on the school’s website and included in 

communications to students and families.  

 

Schools can return to routine sign in/sign out practices for visitors and staff not typically onsite. 

Schools do not need to keep a list of the date, names and contact information of visitors for 

communicable disease prevention purposes.  

 

Schools can return to routine pick up/drop off practices, though should still consider strategies 

to prevent crowding at pick-up and drop-off time. Parents/caregivers and other visitors should 

respect others’ personal space while on school grounds, including outside. 

 

7.2 Volunteers 
The use of parent and community volunteers is at the discretion of the school principal, there 

are no limitations as to their use.  

 

7.3 Community Use of School District Facilities 
After hours community use of facilities is allowed in alignment with other health and safety 
measures: 
 

 Use must occur in line with those activities permitted as per relevant local, regional, 
provincial and federal public health recommendations and Orders  

 

 Diligent hand hygiene  
 

 Respiratory etiquette  
 

 Ensuring participants stay home if they are feeling ill  
 

 Where possible, limiting building access to only those areas required for the purpose of 
the activity 
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8.0 Illness & Self-Assessment Policies and Protocols 
 

8.1 Daily Health Check 
A daily health check is a tool to reduce the likelihood of a person with COVID-19 coming to 

school or work when they are infectious. 

 Parents and caregivers should assess their children daily for illness before sending 

them to school.  

 

 Parents/caregivers and students can utilize the Daily Health Check & What to DO 

When Sick resource for daily assessment of symptoms.  

 

 Staff and other adults should complete a daily health check prior to entering the 

school. 

 

 If a student, staff, or other adult is sick, they must not enter the school. 

 

8.2 School & District Responsibilities 
 Ensure staff and other adults (e.g. parents, caregivers, visitors) entering the 

school/worksite are aware of their responsibility to complete a daily health check prior 
to entering the school/worksite (e.g. emails/letters to parents and staff, orientation 
video, signage on doors) and to stay home if they are sick. 
 

 Clearly communicate with parents/caregivers their responsibility to complete a daily 

health check with their child and keep them home from school if they are sick. 

 

 Establish procedures for students and staff who become sick while at school/work to be 

sent home as soon as possible. 

 

 Some students or staff may not be able to be picked up immediately. As such, 

schools should have a space available where the student or staff can wait 

comfortably and is separated from others, and should have non-medical masks 

available for those experiencing respiratory symptoms who would like to wear one. 

 

 Schools must provide supervision for younger children. Supervising staff can choose 

to wear a mask and/or face shield, and should avoid touching bodily fluids as much 

as possible and practice diligent hand hygiene. 

 

 Staff responsible for facility cleaning should clean and disinfect the 

surfaces/equipment which the persons bodily fluids may have been in contact with 

while they were ill (e.g., their desk in a classroom, the bathroom stall they used, 

etc.) prior to the surfaces/equipment being used by others. Cleaning/disinfecting 

the entire room the person was in is not required in these circumstances. 

 

 Establish procedures that allow for students and staff to return to school/work in line 

with the guidance in the Staying Home, Self-Isolation and Symptoms section. 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/bulletin/20220121/daily-health-check---jan-2022.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/bulletin/20220121/daily-health-check---jan-2022.pdf
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 This is to ensure students and staff who are not sick are not kept out of 

school/away from work longer than necessary. 

 

 Schools should not require a health status of any individual, beyond those required to 

support medical accommodation as per usual practices. 

 

8.3 Staying Home When Required to Self-Isolate 
Students, staff or other adults must stay home if they are required to self-isolate. 

 

Additional information on self-isolation requirements and support is available from BCCDC. 

 

8.4 Symptoms of Illness and Return to School 
Students, staff or other adults should stay at home when sick, as this is one of the most 

important ways to reduce the introduction to and the spread of COVID-19 in schools. The 

following resources provide guidance regarding specific symptoms of illness:  

 When to get a COVID-19 test. 

  

 Daily Health Check & What to Do When Sick Tool 

 

 Staff, students and parents/caregivers can also use the BCCDC online Self-Assessment 

Tool, call 8-1-1 or their health care provider.  

When a staff, student or other adult can return to school depends on if they have tested positive 

for COVID-19 and/or improvement of their symptoms.  

 

Students and staff who experience symptoms consistent with a previously diagnosed health 

condition (e.g. seasonal allergies) can continue to attend school when they are experiencing 

these symptoms as normal. They do not require re-assessment by a health-care provider and 

should not be required to provide a health-care provider note. If they experience any new or 

unexplained symptoms, they should seek assessment by a healthcare provider.  

 

Students or staff may still attend school if a member of their household develops new symptoms 

of illness and/or has tested positive for COVID-19, provided the student/staff has no symptoms 

themselves. BCCDC has more information for those considered a close contact, which are 

usually people from the same household.  

 

8.5 Protocols for Managing Illness and COVID-19 ACTIVITY at School 

Refer to the COVID-19 Protocols for School and District Administrators for more information. 

 

 

9.0 Hand Hygiene 
Rigorous handwashing with plain soap and water or using an effective hand sanitizer reduces 
the spread of illness. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/self-isolation
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing/when-to-get-a-covid-19-test
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/bulletin/20220121/daily-health-check---jan-2022.pdf
https://bc.thrive.health/
https://bc.thrive.health/
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/self-isolation/close-contacts
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/covid-19-protocols-for-administrators.pdf
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Follow these guidelines to ensure effective hand hygiene in schools: 
  

 Facilitate regular opportunities for staff and students to practice hand hygiene: 
  

 Use portable hand-washing sites and/or alcohol-based hand sanitizer dispensers 
containing at least 60% alcohol, where sinks are not available.  

 
  Handwashing should be encouraged upon school entry and before/after breaks and 

eating, using washroom and using frequently touched shared equipment.  
 

 Promote the importance of diligent hand hygiene to staff and students regularly. For 
example, display BCCDC’s hand hygiene poster at handwashing sites. 
  

 Ensure hand-washing supplies are always well stocked including soap, paper towels and 
where appropriate, alcohol-based hand rub with a minimum of 60% alcohol.  

 

 Staff should assist younger students with hand hygiene as needed.  
 

 If hands are visibly soiled, alcohol-based hand rub may not be effective at eliminating 
microbes. Soap and water are preferred when hands are visibly dirty. If it is not available, use 
an alcohol-based hand wipe followed by alcohol-based hand rub. 

 
 

10.0 Respiratory Etiquette 
 Students and staff should: 
 

 Cough and sneeze into the bend of the elbow, sleeve, or a tissue.  
 

 Throw away used tissues and immediately perform hand hygiene. 
 

 

11.0 Personal Protective Equipment 
The decision to wear a mask or face covering is a personal choice for staff, students and visitors. 
A person’s choice should be supported and respected.  
 
Schools should continue to have non-medical masks on hand for those who have forgotten 
theirs but would like to wear one, or who become ill at school. 

 
 

12.0 General Ventilation and Air Circulation  
At this time there is no evidence that a building’s ventilation system, in good operating 

condition, would contribute to the spread of the virus. Good indoor air ventilation alone cannot 

protect people from exposure to COVID-19; however, it may reduce risk when used in addition 

to other preventive measures. 

 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/signage-posters
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The district endeavours to ensure that the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) 

systems are operated and maintained as per standards and specifications for ongoing comfort 

for workers (as per part 4 f the OHS regulation). 

 

The district has regular preventative maintenance plans in place at all sites to ensure HVAC 

systems are functioning as designed.  

 

Ventilation system upgrades and improvements include: 

 

 Filters upgraded and replaced quarterly – Upgraded to MERV-13 Air Filters, which 

capture 80-90% of the expected contaminated particles floating in the air. 

 

 Airflow increased – increased the amount of outside air that comes into our facilities, 

ensuring additional air changes of clean air (either filtered or fresh).  

 

 CO2 setpoints lowered – Lowered the setpoint in all buildings with C02 sensors 

from 1000ppm to 800ppm to ensure a higher concentration of fresh air.  

 

 Fan Speeds Increased – Where applicable increased HVAC fan speeds to maximize air 

flow.  

 

 HVAC hours expanded – Expanded HVAC operating hours from 6am to 10 pm in all 

schools to ensure custodians have a fresh-air exchange during A.M and P.M work 

schedules. Pre- and post-occupancy purge cycles are utilized to flush the buildings with 

clean air.  

 

12.1 Ventilation and Power Outage Contingency Plans  
Each SD47 facility has unique measures in place for improving ventilation and indoor air quality 

in the event the HVAC system is temporarily out of service. To determine risk levels, buildings 

experiencing a power outage should consult with the Director of Operations, who will require 

the following information: 

 

 Number of occupants. 

 

 Square footage of room. 

 

 Ceiling height. 

 

 Availability of opening windows/doors. 

 

 Type of activity. 

 

If staff are unable to open outside windows or doors during an HVAC system outage, class can 

be held outside (if weather permits), in the gymnasium, in the library, or in any other available 

learning space until the risk assessment is complete. 
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Outage Occurs During a School Day  
  
If a power outage occurs during the school day and ventilation units stop working, students and 
staff can remain in the building. To improve air flow and reduce risk, the Operations Manager 
will communicate the outage to the District Administrators and the following direction will 
be delegated to staff:   

  
 Open outdoor windows and/or doors. 

 

 If weather permits, engage outdoor learning activities. 
 

 In cold temperatures, windows and doors can be opened for a few minutes at a time, 
which will allow for acceptable levels of air circulation and improve air quality. 

 

 Take regular outdoor breaks to allow for ventilation of the room. 
 

 Refrain from signing, strenuous activity, speaking loudly, and yelling as these activities 
increase aerosol droplets. 

 

 If classroom windows do not open, outdoor classroom doors should be opened. 
 

If a power outage occurs after hours, custodians may not be able to 
preform their evening disinfection requirements. Custodians must report the outage to the 
custodian foreman, who will determine the estimated time until power is restored. If custodians 
have enough daylight to preform priority tasks, they are required to:  
  

 Clean washrooms  
  
 Disinfect desks/tables and high touch surfaces  
  
 Take out garbage (perishable items)  

  
If the power is not restored and custodians are unable to finish their tasks, they must list for the 
custodial foreman the rooms and duties that are incomplete. The supervisor will replay the 
information to the operations manager, who will work with the administrator to create a plan to 
complete the work in the morning 

 

 

13.0 Emergency and Evacuation Drills 
Schools should continue to practice various procedures, including six school fire evacuation drills 

required annually by BC Fire Code 2.8.3.2, Lockdown drills, etc. 

 

 Staff should be notified in advance of emergency/evacuation drills. 

 

 The BC Fire Code requires schools to conduct “total evacuation fire drills” involving all 

occupants in the building. Partial building evacuations involving smaller groups of 

students would not comply with the fire drill requirements of BC Fire Code 2.8.3.2 

 

https://www.sd47.bc.ca/Board/procedures/AdministrativeProcedures/AP525%20-%20Fire%20Drills%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://free.bcpublications.ca/civix/document/id/public/bcfc2018/bcfc_2018dbp2s28/search/CIVIX_DOCUMENT_ROOT_STEM:(2.8.3.2)%20AND%20CIVIX_DOCUMENT_ANCESTORS:bcfc2018?2&2#hit1
https://free.bcpublications.ca/civix/document/id/public/bcfc2018/bcfc_2018dbp2s28/search/CIVIX_DOCUMENT_ROOT_STEM:(2.8.3.2)%20AND%20CIVIX_DOCUMENT_ANCESTORS:bcfc2018?2&2#hit1
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 Schools must continue to review their fire safety plans on a minimum annual basis, as 

per the BC Fire Code, to “ensure it takes account of the changes in use and other 

characteristics of the building” (such as pandemic-related protocols). Changes to school 

fire safety plans, including fire drill procedures, should be developed in cooperation with 

the local fire department. 

 

 Emergency procedures may require modification to adhere to communicable disease 

plans (e.g. designating additional muster locations to reduce crowding where required, 

making efforts to minimize involuntary physical contact between participants, etc.).  

 

 In the event of an actual emergency, procedure modifications may be suspended to 

ensure for a timely, efficient, and safe response. 

 

 

14.0 Communication and Training/Orientation 
The School District will continue to post relevant information on the District home page and the 

District COVID-19 page in addition to posting to school websites as well as using other electronic 

means of communication such as facebook, twitter and email.  

 

  The School District will continue to provide health and safety orientations for newly hired staff. 

 

15.0 Curriculum, Programs and Activities 

 All curriculum, programs and activities should operate in alignment with provincial K-12 health 
and safety guidelines, including school-lead activities held off campus (e.g. CMA program, field 
trips, Programs at the OLC, etc). 
 
For any curricular or program specific information not specifically listed in this document, please 
review the provincial K-12 health and safety guidelines and develop your program plans in 
alignment with those guidelines.  
 
Equipment should be cleaned and disinfected as per Cleaning and Disinfecting guidelines 
outlined in this document. 
 

 Equipment that touches the mouth (e.g. water bottles, instrument mouth pieces) should 
not be shared unless cleaned and disinfected in between use. 

 
Hand hygiene should be practiced before and after using frequently touched pieces of 
equipment and whenever hands are visibly dirty. 
 

15.1 Dual Credit 
Students may earn credits towards graduation by enrolling in and successfully completing 
courses at specific post-secondary institutions.  
 

 For students taking dual credit courses through Brooks Secondary school, the guidelines 
outlined in this document apply. 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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 For students taking dual credit courses at Vancouver Island University (VIU), Brooks 
Administration must ensure students are aware of and adhere to the communicable 
disease plans set out by VIU.  

 

15.2 Field Trips 
 When planning field trips, staff should follow existing policies and procedures as well as the 
guidance in this document. Additional measures specific to field trips should be taken, including:  
 

 For transportation, including school bus transportation, public transit and carpooling, 
see guidance in the transportation section in this document. 

  

 Schools must ensure that volunteers providing supervision are trained in and strictly 
adhere to required health and safety guidelines. 

  

 Alignment with applicable local, regional, provincial and federal public health 
recommendations and Orders, including for international travel. 

 

 Plans for all out of town and overnight field trips must be approved by the District Office 
well in advance of the departure date.  

 

 Schools should consider guidance provided for overnight camps from BCCDC and the BC 
Camps Association when planning overnight trips that include group accommodation. 

 

 Schools should make every effort to avoid venue/locations that place additional 
requirements that could prevent a person from being able to participate, particularly 
students. If this is not possible (and the field trip/travel cannot occur otherwise), schools 
can require participants to confirm they are able to meet the additional requirements 
(e.g., are able to provide proof of vaccination). 

 
15.3 Food/Culinary Programs 
 Schools can continue to include food preparation as part of learning programs for students. 
Please review the relevant provincial K-12 health and safety guidelines for details.  

 

15.4 Food Services 
 For detailed information regarding the operation of the cafeteria at Brooks Secondary or for 
relevant guidelines related to other food and lunch programs at the various elementary schools, 
please visit the provincial K-12 health and safety guidelines for details. 

 

15.5 Kindergarten Program and Entry 
 Please review the provincial K-12 health and safety guidelines when developing school specific 
plans at each of the various elementary schools.  

 

15.6 Music Programs 
 Shared equipment should be cleaned and disinfected as per Cleaning and Disinfecting 

guidelines and students should be encouraged to practice proper hand hygiene before and 
after participating in music classes and music equipment use.  

 

https://www.sd47.bc.ca/Board/procedures/AdministrativeProcedures/AP314%20-%20Student%20Trips.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/childcare-schools/camps
http://bccamping.org/
http://bccamping.org/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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 Equipment that touches the mouth (e.g. instrument mouth pieces) should not be 
shared unless cleaned and disinfected in between uses.  

 

 The B.C. Music Educators’ Association and the Coalition for Music Education in B.C. have 
also developed Guidance for Music Classes in BC During COVID-19. In the case of any 
discrepancy in guidance, schools are expected to follow the Ministry of Education 
guidelines outlined in this document.  

 
15.7 Physical and Health Education *PHE) / Outdoor Programs 
 Spread out students and staff within available space, and encourage outdoor activities and 

programs, as much as possible.  

 

 Shared equipment can be used, provided it is cleaned and disinfected as per the guidelines 

in the Cleaning and Disinfecting section of this document.  

 

 Students should be encouraged to practice proper hand hygiene before and after using 

frequently touched pieces of equipment (e.g. before and after a sports game using a 

shared ball), as well as proper respiratory etiquette.  

 

 Equipment that touches the mouth (e.g. water bottles) should not be shared unless 

cleaned and disinfected in between uses. 

 
15.8 Playgrounds 
There is no current evidence of COVID-19 transmission in playground environments. 
Playgrounds are a safe environment. The following measures should be taken when using 
playgrounds:  
 

 Ensure appropriate hand hygiene practices before and after outdoor play.  
 

 Attempt to minimize direct contact between students. 
 

 Sand and water can be used for play if children wash their hands before and after play. 
COVID-19 does not survive well on surfaces, other than hard surfaces. There is no evidence 
showing that the virus survives on sand, in water, or on playdough. 

 

15.9 School Libraries / Learning Commons 
 Laminated or glossy paper-based products (e.g. books, magazines, worksheets, etc.) and 

items with plastic covers (e.g. DVDs) are low risk items. Regular book browsing and 
circulation processes can occur as normal. There is no need to clean, disinfect or quarantine 
these items for any period of time. 
 

 For information on cleaning, including technological devices, see the guidelines in the 
Cleaning and Disinfecting section. 

 

 The BC Teacher Librarians Association has developed Recommendations for Access to 
Library Learning Commons Resources to Meet COVID-19 Requirements. In the case of any 
discrepancy in guidance, schools are expected to follow the Ministry of Education 
guidelines outlined in this document. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KG2rE1rU-NENxbQsuYN20xnM9TBlNn3Z/view
https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/BCTLA-Recommendations-for-Access-to-Library-Learning-Commons-Resources-to-Meet-COVID-19-Requirements-September-Update-1-2.pdf
https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/BCTLA-Recommendations-for-Access-to-Library-Learning-Commons-Resources-to-Meet-COVID-19-Requirements-September-Update-1-2.pdf
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15.10 School Sports 
 Intra- and inter-school programs, activities (e.g. intramurals, sports team practices, games), 

sports academies and events can continue in alignment with the guidance within this 
document and the following: 
 
 Capacity should follow that outlined within the School Gathering and Events section. 

 

 Sport activities should be held outside whenever possible. 
 

 See the Visitor Access/Community Use section for more information on protocols for 
spectators.  

 
 

15.11 Strong Start Centres 
Strong Start programming can occur with program specific protocols in alignment with this 
document.  

 
15.12 Extracurricular Activities 
 Intra- and inter-school extracurricular activities and special interest clubs can occur in alignment 
with the guidelines in this document and requirements of applicable local, regional, and 
provincial public health recommendations and Orders for community gatherings and events. 
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