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Welcome to March 2023! 

The WIND provides so many opportunities
for fun as a family. 
We hope you find new inspiration in this
publication. 

REMINDER: Schools are closed for Spring
Break- March 11-26, 2023. 

From: Kate, Paula, Danielle,
Kristal, Rita and Raun

THIS MONTH'S 
FOCUS IS: 
WIND

To contact SD47 Early Learning, 
send email to:

raun.rainbow@sd47.bc.ca

We respectfully acknowledge that we live, work, and learn on the 
traditional territories of the Tla’amin (ɬəʔamɛn) Nation
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SD47 ORCA SCHEDULE:

SD47 ORCA
(On THE Road WITH Chi ldren's  Act iv it ies)

NEIGHBORHOOD STRONGSTART



EARLY LEARNING
INFORMATION

SD47 ORCA Neighbourhood StrongStart is outside rain or shine September-June.
We want to change the narrative of good weather and bad weather and encourage a love

for all weather! 
 

Here we make a great big bird's nest and take a break to enjoy a story 
while sitting in the nest we built.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Each place is unique in what it has to offer. See our Outdoor SD47 ORCA schedule: 
CLICK HERE

Different possibilities for learning arise and continued learning presents after repeated
visits. See you there! 
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OUTDOOR FUN
Bubbles give us a chance

to see how the wind
moves the air around us,
and straw painting lets us
see how we can use the
air in our lungs to create

wind that moves paint
around on paper.

We are looking forward to
exploring wind with you

during the ORCA
programme!

SD47 ORCA HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.sd47.bc.ca/Programs/earlylearning/Pages/StrongStartoutreach.aspx#/=


RECIPES

Any sandwich can be made into a kite by cutting it into a diamond
shape or square and turning it on an angle. Add in some cheese,
or if your feeling crazy maybe some cucumber, tomatoes, olives
and anything else in your fridge to make funny faces on your kites.
Carrot slivers, cucumber slivers or even a strip of banana can
make a fun tail. Here are just a few ideas to help inspire you.
Enjoy being creative with your kids and make lunch time a little
more fun.
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CINNAMON SUGAR TORTILLA CHIPS FOR KIDS

First, decide what type of cookie cutters you want
to use. Cut your shapes out of your tortillas. (Pop
the tortillas in the microwave for a few seconds if
you find that it ’s hard to cut your shapes out) 

Spread some melted butter on top and sprinkle
with a cinnamon sugar mixture. 

Bake at 325 degrees for about 7-10 minutes
depending on how “crunchy” you want them to be! 

This is such a yummy and quick snack! Perfect for
after school treats!

KITE SANDWICHES

Making A KITE SANDWICH is a fun way to celebrate wind.



ART

Mapping a Connection to our Community

LET'S  CREATE
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The BC Ministry of Education. (2019). 
Let’s Play Activities for Families -

CLICK HERE

The BC Ministry of Education. (2019). 
Play Today - CLICK HERE 

The child says “I see a bear, it has eyes, a nose and mouth. It is big, big, big.” 
I add, "Where is the bear- I do not see a bear?” 
The child replies, “Over there, over there by the big cedar tree”. The child
points. 
I answer back “I do not see a bear; I see a cedar tree, but no bear.” 
The child looks again toward the cedar tree, and we walk on. 
I ask, "Have you seen a bear beside the cedar tree before?" 
The child answers “Yes, big, big bear.” 
I repeat, “A big, big bear.”  

Each month we intentionally draw something together from our walk while
talking about the place, the time of year and the changes we see. We invite you
to start this journey if you have not yet! We invite you to save your drawings in
a collection and look at them together at the end of the year. 
While walking down the street on our regular walk around the neighborhood. I
collect this trace of dialogue to bring back to our drawing spot.

Above is a picture of the child looking at the big bear by the cedar tree and a
salal leaf.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/lets-play-activities-for-families.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


BOOKS

HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE
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HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE

HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE

HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE

HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE

HEAR STORY
CLICK HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jv4ZOVIJX9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWxJEMo2tiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVXqELJ0PoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUjLznH4rxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4ZJz_8lKRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpyWYrW1e3s


SONGS/RHYMES

When the gentle breezes blow,
The trees are talking, oh so low.

But when they start to swing and sway,
I know they’re shouting, “Time to play!
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Sung to: “Bingo”
There’s a weather
That I like
And Windy
Is it ’s name-o.
W-I-N-D-Y,
W-I-N-D-Y,
W-I-N-D-Y,
And Windy
Is it ’s name-o!
      Adapted Traditional

W I  N D Y

TALKING TREES

I see the wind when the leaves dance by:
(dance your hands around)

I see the wind when the Clothes wave "Hi!":
(wave your hand)

I see the wind when the trees bend low:
(bend your arms over and down)

I see the wind when the flags all blow:
(wave your arms high)

I see the wind when the kites Fly high:
(raise your arms high)

I see the wind when the clouds float by:
(wave your hand gently)

I see the wind when it blows my hair:
(lift your hair with your hands)

I see the wind 'most everywhere:
(hold your hands out, palms up).

I  SEE  THE WIND

THE WIND IS  BLOWING

Sung to: "Row, Row, Row Your Boat"
Wind, wind, blow the clouds
 Fast across the sky.
 Blow the branches back and forth
 In the trees so high.
      Elizabeth Scofield

WIND,  WIND

The wind came out to play today.
 It swept the clouds out of its way.
 It blew the leaves, and away they flew.
 The trees bent low, and their branches did too.
      Adapted Traditional

THE PLAYFUL WIND

Sung to: “Here We Go 'Round The Mulberry Bush"
Oh, the wind is blowing - all over town,
All over town, all over town.
Oh, the wind is blowing all over town,
Just like so. (Child blows)

Oh, the trees are bending - way down low,
Way down low, way down low.
Oh, the trees are bending - way down low,
Just like so. (Child bends low)

Oh, the kites are flying - watch them go,
Watch them go, high then low.
Oh, the kites are flying - watch them go
Just like so. (Child pretends to fly kite)

Continue with
"Oh, the clothes on the line - flop to and fro"
"Oh, the flag on the pole - waves fast and slow"
      Jean Warren



GROSS MOTOR

Are the streamers moving? 
Which direction are they moving in? 
How fast are they moving? 
Are they always going in the same direction? 

Make the most of the windy weather by making
your own kites. Experiment with different
materials and shapes to see which work the best. 

 A great way to learn about direction is to make
streamers. Attach pieces of brightly colored
ribbon or other thin strips of fabric to a post
outside. 
Ask your child:

FLY A KITE
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RUN LIKE THE WIND!

It is said that a windy day will make children
particularly energetic so they will need very little
encouragement to run around. Whether chasing
bubbles, seeds or each other, running against or
with the wind is exhilarating. Add a sheet of paper
to the mix and see who can catch it or stamp on it
when it touches the ground.

The wind is a phenomenon that stimulates children’s curiosity
as they observe and interact with it during their play. 

Adapted from an article written by Melanie Pilcher, Quality and
Standards Manager at the Pre-school Learning Alliance



RESOURCES

scarves shoot out the top, then flutter to the ground, making them fun to catch 
we tested paper cups – didn’t float on the air current, but would roll around in
circles on the surface of the fan
snow cone cups will float – if you turn them upside down
we have a little plastic Frisbee that never escapes – it just bangs around inside the
tube. 
My favorite is food trays (what we call “snack boats”). Not only do they float on their
own – but even better, you can put toys inside of them that are too heavy to float,
but the boat catches the air so well that it can carry those toys up.

THE WIND TUBE 
(see video  and tutorial links below) 

There’s endless fun in testing out various items in the tube: 

 
Wind Tube Video: CLICK HERE

Build a Wind Tube Tutorial: CLICK HERE

 
INVENTORS OF TOMORROW

Link to Wind Activities: CLICK HERE
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WHAT CAN THE WIND BLOW AROUND?
Set up a fan (inside) or go outside in the wind and put scarves or streamers or balloons or other
lightweight objects out so the children can hold them up, see them blow in the wind, then let go and
watch them flutter away. 
OPTIONAL: Put out objects that are too heavy for the air from the fan to lift so they can discover that.

The scarf cannon/ball levitator. We started with a shop fan, then mounted a poster tube onto it
where we can launch scarves into the air, or mount a duct hood on it so we can float a lightweight
plastic ball on the current of air.

Link to Scarf Cannon Info and Fun: CLICK HERE

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00V6OW3SQ/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00V6OW3SQ&linkCode=as2&tag=janedurh-20&linkId=3a2a895cc248ab601a8f0a7e01dc9bf3
http://gooddayswithkids.com/2015/02/02/wind-tube/
https://gooddayswithkids.com/2015/02/02/wind-tube/
https://gooddayswithkids.com/2015/02/08/build-wind-tube/
https://inventorsoftomorrow.com/2021/10/22/wind-stem-activities-for-kids/
https://inventorsoftomorrow.com/2021/10/11/fun-with-a-fan/
https://inventorsoftomorrow.com/2021/10/11/fun-with-a-fan/


A CLOSER LOOK AT PLAY

Pages  73  and 74  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia  Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion  (2019)  handbook ,  "Let ' s
P lay :  Ac t i v i t ies  for  Fami l ies " ,  descr ibes  an  act i v i t y  that  inv i tes  cur ios i t y  about  outdoor
spaces .   
Here  in  the  qathet  Reg iona l  D is t r i c t ,  we  are  fami l ia r  w i th  w ind .  We can  en joy  p lay ing  in  the
wind throughout  the  seasons .  Try  th is  ac t i v i t y  a f ter  a  s t rong  w indstorm and see  i f  you  can
incorporate  some of  the  changes  that  the  w ind can  br ing ,  l i ke  fa l len  branches ,  p i les  o f
leaves ,  changes  to  the  shore l ine  that  come f rom crash ing  waves . . .  
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The BC Ministry of Education. (2019). 
Let’s Play Activities for Families - CLICK HERE

The BC Ministry of Education. (2019). 
Play Today - CLICK HERE 

LET'S PLAY
"Exploring Wind"

BLOWING IN THE WIND
Early  Years  Educator-  UK

I f  you  are  in terested  in  more
act i v i t ies  that  exp lore  w ind ,  go  to :

CL ICK HERE
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/lets-play-activities-for-families.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/features/article/blowing-in-the-wind
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What is so great about the 
GREAT OUTDOORS?

THE BACK PAGE

Outdoor  Play
As Spr ing  gets  c loser  and the  days  get
longer ,  our  opportuni t ies  for  outdoor  p lay
increase .  The l ink  between outdoor  p lay
and exerc ise  and wel l -be ing  are  wide ly
researched and wel l  documented.   Our
Br ight  Future ,  a  partnersh ip  between two
organizat ions  in  the  UK,  has  funded a
pro ject  a imed at  improv ing  the  menta l
hea l th  of  ch i ldren and youth  through
outdoor  programming and in i t ia t ives .
 
The research and f ind ings  can be  found
here :  CL ICK HERE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
According to Discover the Forest, a website for tweens (kids 10 to 14), developed through a partnership between the
U.S. Forest Service and the Ad Council, “The average American child can recognize 1,000 corporate logos, but can’t
identify 10 plants or animals native to his or her own region.”

Ayajuthum name: ƛiyčosəm                  

English translation: Buds start to come out

CHALLENGE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE! 
The buds are starting to come out! Sometimes the wind brings down a branch at this time of
the year giving us the perfect opportunity to see these buds up close. It is even possible to
bring these fallen branches indoors and put them in water so that leaf development can be
observed.  
There are many types of deciduous trees that are native to the west coast of BC. Look for
some of these as you are out exploring the great outdoors.

               Pronunciation: CLICK HERE (First Voices, 2022)

First Voices (2022): Tla'amin Nation- Learn the Ayajuthem language: CLICK HERE

If you are interested in deciduous trees that are
native to BC, here is a publication that provides
in-depth information: CLICK HERE

Canadian Public Health Association.
(n.d.). Explore the toolkit, infographics: 
CLICK HERE

https://outsideplay.ca/
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/Workspaces/Data/Salish/Northern%20Salishan/Sliammon/learn/words/068a2171-6ed7-4b3c-8db3-f72cfe86fb0d
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/Workspaces/Data/Salish/Northern%20Salishan/Sliammon/learn/words/91994613-c1c6-43cb-b661-3f039e4581c5
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/sections/Data/Salish/Northern%20Salishan/Sliammon/learn
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/treebook/treebook.pdf
https://www.cpha.ca/unstructured-play?project-tab=project-tab-1

